REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

OF THE 

RED LAKE BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 

MINNESOTA 


PREAMBLE 

We, the members of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians, 
,in order to promote Justice, insure tranquility, encourage the 
general welfare, safeguard our interests and secure the blessings 
of freedom and liberty for ourselves and for our posterity, do hereby 
amend and revise our tribal Constitution and organize a Red Lake 
Tribal Council as the basic organization of the Band, and we do 
ordain and establish this Constitution and set of Bylaws as the rules 
for its deliberation. 


ARTICLE I 

* 

* 

The name of this organization shall be the Red Lake Band 
of Chippewa Indians. 


ARTICLE II 

The Jurisdiction of this organization shall extend to all 
land on the Red Lake Reservation in the State of Minnesota and to such 
other lands as may be acquired by or in behalf of said Band and added 
thereto under the laws of the United States . 

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP 

Section 1 . The membership of the organization shall consist 
of: 


(a) All persons of Red Lake Chippewa Indian blood who are 
duly enrolled members cf the Band on the date this revised Constitution 
and Bylaws is approved. 

(b) The Tribal Council shall have the power to adopt ordinances 
subject to review of the Secretary of the Interior, or his duly author- 
ized representative, governing loss of membership and future enrollment 
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ARTICLE IV GOVERNING BODY 


Section 1 . The governing body of the Red Lake Band of* 
Chippewa Indians shall be the Tribal Council and shall consist of 
8 district representatives and 3 officers. 


Sec. 2 . In addition to the governing body there shall be 
an Advisory Council composed of 7 Hereditary Chiefs of the Band. The 
7 chiefs shall serve in an advisory capacity to the Tribal Council - •; 

and shall continue in office until the office is vacated by voluntary 
resignation or by death. Successor chiefs shall then be chosen by 
the governing body by majority vote in accordance with tribal tradition 
and In the terms of this Constitution. 


Sec. 3- In addition to the 8 district representatives the J 
Band, as a whole, 6hall elect a Chairman, Secretary and Treasurer who / 
shall be elected by popular vote regardless of district. J 


Sec. 4 . The Tribal Council shall have authority to 
regulate its own procedures; to appoint subordinate committees, 
delegates, boards, tribal officials and employees not otherwise pro- 
vided for in this Constitution and Bylaws and to provide their tenure 
and duties; provided, that any delegation of authority described in 
this Constitution and Bylaws shall be granted only by written resolu- 
tion or ordinance and shall be withdrawn in the same manner. 


Sec . 5 . The Tribal Council shall have the power to re- 
district the Red Lake Reservation and to apportion the representatives, 
subject to vote of the people, whenever such action is deemed advisable 
by the Tribal Council. 

ARTICLE V NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS 


Section 1. All elections shall be by secret ballot and a 


majority vote shall rule. 

Sec. . .2 . ( a) Any enrolled member 0: 


jS- 

years o 




C 




age or over., shall b e entitled to vote in arijr election ,, 


All eligible resident voters flhall r^iBter' l^ithr the / 
district of t^Mo^residence at the tixne^of election , All eligible \ 
nonresident voters 



~reg±0 ter with the district of their former 


res lJLeneer^r^af f iliat iorw 


Sec, 3 , Absentee ballots shall be furnished to eligible 
nonresident members upon their request to the Tribal Council Secretary 3 
provided that all such ballots shall be returned to the Secretary on 
or before the date of the election in order that the ballots may be 
counted. 
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Sec, 4 . Not less than 30 days nor more than 60 days after 
the date tills amendment becomes effective an election of councilman 
and officers shall be held. The first election shall be held under 
the supervision of the elected Constitutional Committee and the 
Superintendent, who shall set the date, designate the polling places, 
appoint the election boards, and provide the rules and regulations for 
the conduct of the election. All subsequent elections shall be held 
under the supervision of the Tribal Council who shall enact an ordinance 
to provide the rules and regulations under which elections shall be held. 

Sec . 5 . (a) A qualified voter to be eligible to become a 
candidate as a district representative or as an officer shall be 
25 years of age or over. 


(b) Residence shall not be a requirement for an otherwise 
eligible candidate to run as a district representative or as an officer. 


(c) Eligible candidates shall file their notice of intent to 
run for office with the Secretary of the Tribal Council identifying the 
office for which he is a candidate at least 3^ days before the election 
date. The Secretary shall post a list of eligible candidates at least 
20 days before the election in each voting district. All candidates 
shall pay a filing fee to be prescribed by the’ Tribal Council. 

Sec. 6 , (a) The reservation shall consist of 4 districts 

aid shall have representation as follows: 


Red Lake 
Redby 

Little Rock 
Ponemah 


2 representatives 
2 representatives 
2 representatives 
2 representatives 


(b) Votes for candidates for district representatives shall 
be confined to the eligible voters of the district the candidate is to 
represent. Votes for officers shall be on a reservation-wide or at 
large basis . 

(c) The 4 districts are described as follows: 


Little Rock: All territory west of Fuller Creek 

and north on the reservation and 
east to the range line between 
range 34 and 35 W. 

Red Lake: From a line due south of the east 

side of Fuller Creek and extending 
east to Shemahgun Creek. 
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Redby: From the east side of Shemahgun 

Creek extending east to the reser- 
vation boundary and north to 
Battle River. 

Ponemah; All territory beginning from Battle 

River between the Worth and South 
Lakes and north of the lakes east 
from the range line lying between 
range 34 and 35 W. 

♦ 

Sec. 7 * The successful candidates in the first election 
shall hold office as follows: 

(a) The successful district representatives from each 
district in the first election receiving the largest number of votes 
shall hold office for 4 years, or until their successors are elected. 
All successful candidates for officers shall hold office for 4 years 
or until their successors are elected. 

(b) The other successful district representatives receiving 
the second largest vote in the first election shall hold office for 

2 years, or until their successors are elected. 

(c) All successful candidates in all succeeding elections 
shall hold office for 4 years. 

(d) After the first election all succeeding elections of 
the governing body shall be held during the month of May in even 
numbered years . 


ARTICLE VI GOVEMMENTAL AUTHORITIES 

Section 1 . The Tribal Council, or Its authorized officers 
or dele gat e s, on behalf of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians shall 

have the sole right and authority to represent the Band and to nego- 
tiate with the Federal, State and local governments and with private 
persons and to make decisions not contrary to this Constitution and 
Bylaws or with existing Federal laws. 

Sec. 2 . To employ legal counsel, subject to the approval ’ 
of the Secretary of the Interior, or his duly authorized representa- 
tive, so. long as such approval is required by Federal law. 
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Sec . 3 ♦ To regulate and license where permitted by law i 
business and professional activities conducted upon the reservation, 
provided that any assessment upon nonmembers trading or residing 
within the jurisdiction of the band shall be subject to review of 
the Secretary of the Interior, or his duly authorized representative, 
where required by law. 

Sec. 4. To enact ordinances to remove from the reservation 
persons not legally entitled to reside thereon and whose presence may 
be injurious to the peace, happiness or welfare of the members of the 
band, subject to the review of the Secretary of the Interior, or his 
duly authorized representative . 

Sec . 5 . To enact ordinances, subject to the review of the 
Secretary of the Interior, or his duly authorized representative, 
governing conduct of the members of the Band and Indians from other 
tribes on the reservation, providing for the maintenance of law and 
order and the administration of justice by establishing a police force 
and. a tribal court and defini’iig their powers and duties ; and regulating 
the inheritance cf property of the members of the Band except trust land; 

APT ICE VII BUSINESS AUTHORITIES 

The Tribal Council of the Red Lake Band shall exercise the 
following powers, subject to any limitations imposed by this Consti- 
tution and Bylaws or the laws and regulations of the Federal Government. 

t 

Section 1 . (a) To administer any funds within the control of 1 

the Band; to make expenditures from available funds for tribal purposes, 
including salaries and expenses of tribal officials or employees. All 
expenditures of tribal funds under the control of the Tribal Council 
shall be authorized by resolution duly enacted by the Tribal Council in 
legal session and the amounts so expended shall be a matter of public 
record to the members of the Band at all reasonable time. 

' (b) The Tribal Council of the Red Lake Band shall prepare 

annual budget requests for the advancement to the control of the Band 
such money as now or may hereafter be deposited to the credit of the 
Band in the United States Treasury or which may hereafter be appropriated.'' 
for the use of the Band. ■ 

(c.) To deposit to the credit of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa 
Indians tribal funds, without limitation on the amount in any account. 

In any approved National or State Bank whose deposits are insured by an 
agency of the Federal Government; or with a bonded disbursing officer 
of the United States whenever the conditions prescribed by the Secretary 
of the Interior or his authorized representative in connection with such 
advances require the advance to be so deposited. 
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Sec. 2 . (a) To manage,, lease or otherwise deal with tribal 

lands and tribal resources In accordance with existing Federal laws. 

(b) No action shall be taken by or in behalf of the Red Tnira 
Band of Chippewa Indians which conflicts with regulations authorized 
pursuant to Section 6 of the Act of June l8, 1934 (48 Stat. 984), or in 
any way operates to destroy or injure tribal grazing land, timber or 
other natural resources. 

(c) All reservation land shall remain tribal property and 
shall neither be sold or divided by allotment . 

Sec. 3 . To engage in any business that will further the 
economic well-being of the members of the Red Lake Band. 

Sec, h . To enact ordinances to provide rules and regulations 
governing fishing, hunting and trapping cn the Red Lake Reservation. 

ARTICLE VIII FUTURE AND RESERVED POWERS 

Section 1 . The Tribal Council of the Red Lake Band of Chippewa 
Indians may exercise such future powers as may in the future he granted 
to the Council by members of the Red Lake Band or the Secretary of the 
Interior or by any other duly authorized official or agency of the 
Federal Government . 

Sec. 2 . Any right or power heretofore vested in the Red Take 
Band of Chippewa Indians, but not expressly referred to in this Consti- 
tution and Bylaws, shall remain in the Band, but may be exercised by the 
Red Lake Band of Chippewa Indians through the adoption of appropriate 
Constitutional amendment if that be the wishes of the people. 

ARTICLE IX MANNER OF REVIEW 

Section 1 . Any resolution or ordinance which by the terms of 
this Constitution is subject to review by the Secretary of the Interior 
shall within 10 days of its enactment be presented to the Superintendent 
of the Minnesota Agency who shall within 10 days after its receipt by 
him approve or disapprove it. 

Sec. 2 . If the Superintendent approves any resolution or 
ordinance, it shall thereupon become effective, but the Superintendent 
shall transmit the enactment bearing h;.s endorsement to the Secretary 
of the Interior, who may, within 90 days of the date of its enactment 
rescind the resolution or ordinance for any cause by notifying the Red 
Lake Tribal Council of his veto. 
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Sec. 3 . If the Superintendent disapproves any resolution or 
ordinance, he shall within 10 days after its receipt hy him advise the 
Red Lake Tribal Council of his reasons therefor, and if these reasons 
appear to the council insufficient, it may, by vote cf the majority of 
all members, refer the resolution or ordinance to the Secretary of the 
Interior, and if approved by him in writing it shall become effective. 

ARTICLE X REFERENDUM AND RECALL 

Section 1 . Upon receipt of a petition by 25 percent of the 
eligible voters, or by an affirmative vote of 8 members of the Tribal 
Council, any enacted or proposed resolution or ordinance of the Tribal 
Council shall be submitted to a referendum of the eligible voters of 
the Red Lake Band. The majority of the votes cast in such referendum 
shall be conclusive and binding on the Tribal Council. The Tribal 
Council shall call such referendum and prescribe the manner of conducting 
the vote. 


Sec. 2 . The Tribal Council shall enact an ordinance which 
shall prescribe regulations, charges and reasons for removal or recall 
of a district representative or officer. The grounds for removal, right 
of petition, and other factors shall be carefully framed to protect the 
interest of the Red Lake Band. 

Sec. 3 . The Tribal Council by an affirmative vote of the 
majority shall appoint a replacement to fill any vacancy of a district 
representative or officer, caused by removal, death or resignation, 
provided the term of the replacement shall not extend beyond the next 
regular election regardless of the length of the unexpired term. 

ARTICLE XI ADOPTION AND AMEMMEIM 

Section 1 . This revised Constitution and Bylaws, when 
adopted by a majority vote of the qualified voters of the Red Lake 
Band of Chippewa Indians of the Red Lake Reservation, voting at a 
special election called and supervised by the elected Constitutional 
Committee and the Superintendent, shall be submitted to the Secretary 
of the Interior and shall be in force and effect from the date of such 
approval, provided at least 25 percent of those entitled to vote shall 
vote . 


Sec , 2 . (a) This Constitution and Bylaws may be amended by 

a majority of the qualified voters of the Red Lake Band at an election 
called for that purpose; provided, that at least 25 percent of the 
Band entitled to vote shall vote in such election; but no amendment 
shall become effective until it shall have been approved by the 
Secretary of the Interior, 
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(b) It shall be the duty of the Tribal Council to call such 
election on any proposed amendment upon receipt of a petition signed 
by 25 percent of the qualified voters of the Band, or the Tribal 
Council may call such an election by an affirmative vote of eight 
members of the Tribal Council. 


BYLAWS 

ARTICLE I TRIBAL COUNCIL 

Section 1 . A regular monthly meeting of the governing body 
shall be set by the Tribal Council. The Chairman shall call all 
special meetings . 

Sec. 2 . A quorum shall consist of 6 members and no business 
shall be conducted in the absence of a quorum. 

Sec. 3 . The Tribal Council shall cause to be installed, 
maintained and audited a complete and detailed accounting system. 

Sec. 4 . All officers and employees of the council res pons - \ 
ible for the safety of property and money shall be bonded in an amount 1 ; 
sufficient to insure the Band from loss. 

Sec . 5 * The newly elected district representatives and 
officers shall be installed in office at the first regular meeting 
of the Tribal Council after certificates of their election have 
been issued. 


ARTICLE II DUTIES OF OFFICERS 

Section 1 . Chairman, He shall preside at all regular and 
special meetings. He shall vote only in the case of a tie. He shall 
see that all resolutions and ordinances of the Tribal Council are carried 
into effect. He shall exercise general supervision of all other officers 
and employees and see that their respective duties are performed* 

Sec. 2 . Secretary, He shall keep the minutes at the principal 
office of the Tribal Council of all meetings of the Tribal Council. He 
shall keep the tribal roll, showing all changes therein as required by 
this Constitution or ordinances duly approved by the Tribal Council. 

He shall attend to all correspondence, distribution of tribal information 
or other duties incidental to his office including the reproduction of 
minutes, resolutions and ordinances and see to their distribution within 
the deadlines, if there be deadlines. 
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Sec. 3 . Treasurer. He shall keep and maintain adequate and 
correct accounts of the properties and business transactions of the Tribal 
Council. He shall have care and custody of the funds and valuables of the 
Tribal Council and deposit same in the name of ardto the credit of the 
Red Lake Band vith such depositors as the Tribal Council may direct and 
which are acceptable to the Area Director. Disburse funds of the Tribal 
Council as may be ordered by the Tribal Council, taking proper signed 
invoices, vouchers or other recordable data. Render to the Tribal Council 
a monthly statement and report of all his transactions as Treasurer and 
render also an annual financial statement in the form and with the detail 
required by the Tribal Council. 
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CERTIFICATION OF ADOPTION 


The attached revised Constitution and Bylaws was 
submitted for ratification to the adult members of the Red Lake 
Band of Chippewa Indians in Minnesota, and was on October Ik, 
1958, ratified by a vote of 443 for, and 113 against, 

t 

in an election in which at least twenty-five percent ( 25 ^) of 
those entitled to vote cast their ballots. 


Dated: October 15 , 195Q 

at Minnesota Agency 
Bemidji , Minnesota 


Red Lake Tribal Constitutional C ommi ttee 


b/ Dan Needham, Sr. 

Dan Needham, Sr., Chairman 


b/ Adolph Lussier 
Adolph Lussier 


s/ Roger A, Jourdain 
Roger A, Jourdain 


s/ Andrew Sigana 
Andrew Sigana 


8 / Louis F. Stately 
Louis F. Stately 


s/ Byron L„ Graves 
Byron L. Graves 





I 


APPROVAL 


sgd) Elmer F. Bennett 


Acting Secretary of 


the interior of the united Statee of Africa, a8 required ln ^ 

Section 1 of the Bevlsed Oonetltntlon and Bylaws of the Bed Lake Band 

Of Chippewa Indiana of Minnesota hereby approve said document to be 
effective on the date of this approval. 


Approval recommended; 


f&j Glenn L. Emmons 
Commissioner of Indian Affairs 


Nov 10 1958 


( s £d) Elmer P . Bennett 

Acting Secretary of the Interior 

(SEAL) 


Washington , D. C. 



AMENDMENT 

REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

OF THE 

RED LAKE BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 


AMENDMENT I 


Section 2(a) of ARTICLE V, NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS shall ho a , 
to read as follows: U1,b > shail be amended 

(a> i^rr lle t lT T h / V ° f the band 18 y® ar s of age and over 
i all be entitled to vote in any election. 


A 






IN REPLY REFER TO: 


United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

MINNEAPOLIS AREA OFFICE 
831 SECOND AVENUE SOUTH 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA 55402 


1 bernard M. Granum, Acting Area Director, Minneapolis Area 

f Indian Affatrs ’ b y virtue of the authority 

§ ?/ia ° f the J n 5 srior by the Act of June 

r ’ . . ' ^ ' as amer| ded, and delegated to the 

Commissioner of Indian Affairs by 230 D.M. 1 . 1 ., and redele- 

fh r me +-+ f 81AM 3.1, do b e reby approve Amendment II 
Indians C ° nStltUtl0n a " d Eylaws of the Red Lake Sand of Chippewa 

,$gd.) gemera Id. Grsnaia 


Acting Area Director 
Minneapolis Area Office 


Minneapolis, Minnesota 
February 7, 1979 



AMENDMENT 

REVISED CONSTITUTION AND BYLAWS 

OF THE 

RED LAKE BAND OF CHIPPEWA INDIANS 


AMENDMENT II 

Section 5(b) of ARTICLE V, NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS, shall be 
amended to read as follows: 

(b) An otherwise eligible candidate to run as a district rep- 
resentative, beginning in the year 1980, shall have been 
a bona fide resident of the district he is to represent 
for a period ofone year next preceding the election date. 
An otherwise eligible candidate to run as an officer, 
beginning in the year 1982, shall have been a bona fide 
resident of the Red Lake Indian Reservation for a period 
of one year next preceding the election date. 



Tribal Operations 


February 7, 1979 


Memorandum 


To: 

From: 


Superintendent* Red 


Office of the Area Director 


Subject: Red Lake Tribal Resolution No. 78 

Ordinance No. 1-76 


and Tribal 


Attached hereto is the Secretarial approval of Amendment II 
to the Red Lake Constitution* Article V, Section 5(b) which 
establishes residency requirements for candidates seeking the 
office of District Representative and Officer of the Band. 

¥ on question Tribal Ordinance No. 1-76 which sets out rules 
and regulations for election. Section 4 of Article V - 
Nominations and Elections states, "The first election shall 
be held under the supervision of the elected Constitutional 
Conralttee and the Superintendent will set the date, designate 
the polling places, appoint the election board and provide the 
Rules and Regulations for the election. All subsequent elections 
shall be held under the supervision of the Tribal Council who 
shall enact an ordinance to provide the Rules and Regulations 
under which elections shall be heldl 15 TberSrore, Secretarial 


However , any amendment or revision to the Constitution must be 
approved by the Secretary. In the present case, the tribe Is 
amending Article V, Section 5(b), therefore Secretarial approval 
is required pursuant to Article XI, Section 2(a) of the Red Lake 
Constitution. 


If you have any further questions 


i, please advise. 

‘ ' (See j BlrrtarcT M, firanum 
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Acting Area Director 
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WHEREAS, at the General Election held Ma^ 74 1070 
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United States Department of the Interior 

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 

RED LAKE AGENCY 
REDLAKE, MINNESOTA 56671 


JAN 311979 

Area Director, Minneapolis Area 
Attention: Tribal Operations Branch 

Superintendent, Red Lake Agency 

Red Lake Tribal Resolution No. 78-78 and Tribal Ordinance 
No. 1-78 

Reference is being made to my phone call to the Tribal Operations Office 
in the Minneapolis Area Office on January 31, 1979. Attached is a copy 
of Resolution No. 78-78 which concerns the change in the Red Lake Tribal 
Constitution. Said resolution is self-explanatory. 

This resolution was forwarded to the Area Office in July 1978. We 
recatmended the Secretary of Interior take the appropriate action 
to approve and authorize the change and amendment of the Tribal 
Constitution . 

We would appreciate very much if your office would review the said 
resolution and approve and send the proper approval documents of the 
resolution back to our office which then would constitute a legal 
change in the Red Lake Tribe's Constitution. To date we have not 
received any such approved information. 



IN REPLY REFER TO: 


Memorandum 

TO: 

From: 

Subject: 


We are also enclosing a copy of the Tribal Ordinance 1-78 which concerns 
elections held at the Red Lake Reservation. Said Ordinance spells out 
the Article V of the Revised Constitution and Bylaws prescribe certain 
regulations relative to nomination of district representatives and 
officers. This Ordinance is written 15 ) and approved by the Tribe 
every time a tribal election is being held and it varies in content 
from time to time. We were wondering who the final approving officer 
in the Bureau is on an elecrtion of this type taking into consideration 
the Tribal Constitution and By lav/s for an ordinance of this type at a 
tribal election time. Any information concerning these two matters 
would be greatly appreciated. 
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ELECTION OF DISTRICT REPRESENTATIVES 

ON MAY 26, 1976 _ 

SLfUS&W^lr “O 

this Article states, that the Tribal Council TvT ?'* 10 " 4 of 
ordinance to provide the rules and regulations’ lot elation: 

A 0 Vi 9 TIIER E .E 0 H K BE It O to n a t m t ? n v . , 

Council, a quorum present, that. Ordinance H TT -r*? Tr ? bsl 
approved this 29th rtnv of »irrh ; : °’ 1 ~'° has been 

1 against, that the YoIIow'uTLiT Tnd 7,2 PR 0C 8 fOT 
supplement and implement the' Drovisions R';? ns r sl ’ a11 

conduct ol elections; ‘ lons c - ul tide V for 


1 

-L . 


E i G c t; i o n A nno u nee me n t , 


The Tribal Council shall set p P o WMnn 

even numbered years i winn i r , ' E, date ln Ka Y , m 

; with the election in I960 


i il C C 0 1 1 1) 0 1 1 3 hllll. ] j r (o p ‘ j o 
\ a .t ion an e ] e c t ion an non n c eibe n 

election, the District Hep re so 
elected, the p roc e d u r e X o r t; h o • 
designated polling places and 
closing of the polling place;- 
for the election. They shall’ 
election to eligible non -res id 
adequate announcement through 


^and post throughout the reser- 
which shall give the date of 

B a I ives a nd/cvr Officers to be 
x } 1 j- R g S o T cundi da t e s , t ii e 
the time for tne opening and 

^ and the voting requirements 
also provide in formation on th« 

f; 11 voters t>y means of let ter 6- 
die press. 


O 


Eli gib i 


o i Voters . 


^ny enrolled rneniEe r* o-r +■ ?-> o •* 

HKdiiut..L (..) x Tile Band ei o*h i-o f \ n /son 

age or over on election day shall be entitled to'vote’^ 

1 h e Counci 1 slia 1 1 orem iv* n i -> ^ 

and non-resident voters aiulcanse' S uch°lis tA oV 8 ^ 1 V esident 
-Trough out the reservation thirty (30) d"u-- b - JC lj0Sied 

y UU; cU >*' Lei ore the election 


t j* ' 

i / *' i\ [ " 


f i i> U ' MJ -Of.' 

3 f ‘ ■ t . r, j i\ v )[ j 


. , , 
1 ‘ W* 1 
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ORDINANCE no. 3-76 

AGE 2. 


2). Candidates for Office. 

T . . (a) A °y eligible voter of the Red Lake Band of Chimera 

■ iinans twenty-five years of age or over on election day* shall 

- L ° heCOrnf ' a . C::n(iitlal -° ;l ' c; a district Representative, 
’; A " P 1, t.naL anyone convicted or under indictment tor a criminal 
T li :? n J oifenso shall bo ineligible to become; a candidate in any 

. ( b ) E 1 1 £ 1 b 1 ° Candida i; e s s h a 1 .1 i: i 1 e the! r n o t ice o f 

? r^'? a e y aS • \ l Dj ; s l rict Representative with the Secretary of the 
ba.^ '-ojiiul in least JO days before the election date. Such 
nonce or -candidacy shall be in writing, and shall include the 
candidates name, age , residence and voting district and certifi- 
cation teat he or she has never been convicted of or under 
indie utnesi^ for a criminal felony offense and shall be signed and 
sworn to before a Notary of' the Labile. A r , r s g^bl 

accompany each notice of candidacy, the amount: of such" f ili n- foe 
oi.ill ue set by the I. nbnl Council, for each election 


(c) The Secretary of the Tribal. 
*■' duly filed and eligible candidates 
aoh district at least. 2b days before 


Council shall post a list 
for R o | ) r o s e n t : i f 1 v o o £ n v 
the e 1 o c L i o n d a t o 


£ o r 


(d) term OF off TOE: The successful District Representatives 

from each aiscnct receiving the majority number of votes cast 

Jn th(; erection snail, in? the ones elected and shall hold office 

lor a term of four years, or until their successors are duly"" ’ 
elected. u y 

Ti f candidate does not receive a majority of th" votes 
in the election , a special run-of f election shall be held 
oo uy.ee n the two . cand i (kites with the .largest number of votes ancl 

such election shall be called by the Tribal Council and held 
wr-ain sixty (60) days of the Council meeting date. The incumbent 
■ -i sc.ive on mo Tribal C. oime.il until the successor is determined 

4. Ballots. 


The Tribal Council shall have 
each district showing the district. 


separate ballots printed for 
represent at i. ve candidates . 
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5. Voting. 


(a) 

district: 
Clerk of 


A 1 .1 c ; 1 i g I b 1 e r e s i d e n t vo t e r s 
of their residence at the time 


shall register in 
of e 1 e c t i o n w i t h 


tae 

the 


the District Election Board at the voting place. 


(b) For the purpose of determining a resident or non-resident 
voter of the Red Lake Band, the place of residence shall be the 
determining factor. No change in residence for voting shall in 
any case be recognized following a 30 day period next preceding 
the election date. The husband in the instance of absentee 
member balloting (head of the family), if living v/ith his wife, 
shall be the one determining- the district in which both he and 


his wife shall vote for District Representatives. In the instance 


s: 


0 t n o n - r e s i d o n t sc: p 1 1 r < 1 1 e d m a r i ' i e d rn e mb e r s , m c n io e r s m a r ried to 
non-members and unmarried members, they shall declare their 
residence .in the last reservation district they or their father 

1 i v ed in. If t h e i. r f a t h e r w a s not a me mb er of the B a n d , the n 
their mother . 


(c) Absentee ballots shall be furnished to all eligible 
non-resident voters upon request to the Secretary of the Tribal 
Council, or his authorized representative, provided such request 
. 1 . s sign e d for b y the voter t o v h o in t h e b a 1 1 o t is i s s u c d a n d :L s 

received on or before 7:00 P.ll. on the election date. All such 
ballots must be returned to the Secretary of the Tribal Council, 
or his authorized representative , on or before 7:00 P.M. of the 
election day and no ballot received after the noils have closed 
shall bo counted. A suitable blank form will bo furnished non- 
residents upon request for use in requesting absentee ballots. 
This form must be signed and completed by the absentee voter, and 
contain the former residence of the voter and will serve as his 


registration if qualified for voting within a district. 


rn 


he 


Secretary, or his authorized representative, upon receipt of a 
r e q u. < i s t b e a r 1 1 i g tin c u r r e n t a d 1 1 r o s s o f t h o v o t er, s h a 1 1 c h e c k w i t h 
the District Election Board to 'ascertain the correctness of the 
voter as former residence and then shall provide or mail to such 
voter absentee ballots. All non-resident ballots will be mailed 
or provided in consecutively numbered envelopes. Ballots shall be 
of different colors for each district. In order to safeguard 
the genuineness of the returned absentee ballot, each ballot 
s hall be s t amp e cl : 

"Official/ Ballot 
( facslmi It S ignature ) 

Sec., Tribal. Council' 1 or his authorized 
repress n t at i vo „ 


j 




V 
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Tr ibaGounl ^ b ”: loL . m,1! ; t t,e :returnert to tho Secretary, 

- Lax -ounu,.t, ox h.cs aucnorxzed representative 1W1 Lake Minn 

u an envelope j, ro vuled l or tho purpose which tlml Tbe# r oi the 

outsicrj „ her mu tho samr number at tho ervci v0 p rr o' 

bn 1 lot nnri r,- nM i i ,, n .. r , , . . , , ‘ ax aasmitting the 

BALLOT" . 'proper ^or^«Lu • i n ?«f ^ tio » "BOB-RES iDENT 

v.'hom moiled, date of mat? in*" address of ?o*c r '**”J ee b J llot O to 

time and iron ^ ,; nom rpr-pi \ 7rir i n?? q - i -.lux ut q 

, " n ‘ 1 ( -cc iv .. cl . tlit! be ere tar v or his nut bo-r-i™^ 

representative, shall not open or divulre iCalJ , ? ^of DC 

numbered ballot envelope and shall hoJ d”th" sane for 't hr tb ° 
General Elea Lion Board. t 

- . . ( c ) Aft. 1. 1 eat, lodb i five- days followi n <r i bp nn-ti m- p , 
tiled and eligible candidates member- on'Vtl A po £ txn ‘- ; of cml - v 
or members on tho r-sido^t -[,>; V’. V’ a , tl tlb ‘ sentee voter llst 
effected X i V t 1 1 who have requested and 

VVV ?; ‘f Tl i bal Comc: h who personally appear X 

„o t rh 7 i lR -ooietary, or hj.s authorised representative «nv 

ii v -y^^ n fbo°J,r"^ Ca f inK t ? 0ir ball ° CS thl - ™d there or 
" " 1j ’ OL " Lor Kll ^ng m tho envelope provided. 

J ‘ DlsLricl: Election Board and General Election Board. 

Board lor eacllf IVVVVE Election 

be composed of three members, Gelt wh^ehm^bX^o®^^ 

Vl oVXerkbl W .W ^dc * 

C1gIi\ V tl 21 i X lTUi.l\G 2l 1* e f * O V r] 'inxl v ,-,,e ; 0 y- .c ^ ^ 

presenting h imself at the polls ° The\qP ] ot if ^ 


i„,i , . , , ••• i “ nc! registered by the cle?'k F^rh 

VV„VVvl„:°dlrV cto i s sh:m be , « th an' Ificini 

bud lots but shall VVVaVVVV blX GIGh, ,:1, V 
Las indteatod his choic® thoroor by pl-ilnL ' ■' 'NCC lh<: 
opposite tho block of his choici P g " * llb a PPPPii 


V 


r 
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(b) .in the event of mutilation of •■> v ... -> p . 

Of the voter for noather the ni-trirt ' °" application 

surrender of the mutilatb b^loi hive %£n i *? r sh ? U up0 " 
thereof and such mutilated ballot i ‘ 1SS “ ed in lieu 

records pertaining to said ektl t * “t" 1 1 

member of the District Election Board who " 7 th 1 

English languages to read and imneini -Peaks the Chippewa and 

by the voter and .Uo t i " v f! ' ™?“ es Jf d to do so, 

Illiteracy or physical incapaci ty to casPtbetr b ' C h f° Ugh 
resiaen t voters must persona] lv vote at ti 10 h ballots. All 

quarters except that incapacitated voters if 6d Polling ‘ 

voting only when they sDo nr ? he ! lJ ' ° e assisted in 

Resident invalids may vote by absentee SalTot? th ® P ° 11:in - ^ laces 

(c) It will be the duty of the O i r >■ d ^ h n j. ■ 

maintain orderly conduct within the polling Board to 

shall be allowed to electioneer v>' p h E ' 90 n g ues and no person 
building. n£a ^-' b.ain 200 feet of the voting 


C ^ o L f 0x'?»Oii iriinnirip’ o o- ^ p n n i o <• j- 

bo an appointee on an Election Board ln ^ electi 


on shall 


Supervisors of C il>'* r Disti<rt l ?lcct* r<1 J ha11 be cora P°sect of the 

chairman from their gr im ™ STT wh ? El,a11 °lect a 

General Election BoJd tT 7 ? f the 

^ i c suits oi the election. 

i ailure of any member of the Election Board to Serve. 

xf a member oi any Election Board desire^ +n ho , ■ . 

from ducy, for cause, he shall notify the Trihti Pof f' CVed 
writing and the Tribal Council win t 1 ‘ xn 

someone else to serve as a member 'of that Board alternato or 
8. Cost of Election. ■ 


elect ion bihall^he tlcwli T**” "? oth « CWSts of -»v 
each election'. ' ascerta ‘" Qd « set by the Tribal Council for 

9. Preparation and Locking of Ballot Box. 

the Snp«?viTOr C J , f ? r the °P er! ing of the polls 

Of bbe other Election Boaid memb^ sS?; 1 1" view 

show that no ballots n re cont' in^rf t'h^ E Same top down to 

•tnd retain the key in hL - therexn ana shaI1 lock the box 

closed and until the count of ballots^s^tarted th ® 5 P ° lls are 
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Manner of Counting Ballots. 


close of the polls to^ount \he\n-n fc f 1Ct Election Board at the 
lock and mark the boxes /and when the rn phem to the boxes, 

turn over the cert i ficul ’ elect on Vo <• ° U ^ has been completed, 
ballot boxes, the list of 1 hos2 . -"f' 3 ° f the district, the 

unused and mutilated ballots to thfchaPman ot th ?' ““ aU 
Election Board who shall see with i , r ? ? 1 the uene ral 

their safekeeping und^r loci- P / , ‘ L leabt two witnesses, to 

Office and kept there^oJ the tulf^e^ " ,e ^ ed Lake Agency • 
district Supervisor and not les- m ° r " 1 ' 1 section Board. The 

Election Board shall remain rnn+- L one _ other member of the 
the ballots are f i nailv ’ c OU ‘ n led i!S USiy in the room untii all 

election officials shaU^ite out ? erving as Strict 

results of the vote- cast "in 1h 1 f ny lnXoriTiat lon as to the 
of election results’!’ election prior to the posting 


-■-1. Certification of Election Results 


(a) The General Ejection Rmns on^-, 

selected by them at 10:00 A M on the°date fniT” 6 ^ * place 
aay to receive the certification*? !?M following the election 

from each district and shall canvass the re ® ults °- the election 
voters by districts. canwss the returns of the absentee 

results of such election in each votn- df ? U * and Post the 

public places throughout the reservation l Ct ’ • and ln other 

tne tribal members. ” on f 1 ' aue information of 

12. Safekeeping of Ballots. 

General Election Boa-d Eha11 be kept bv the 

in the event of any Protest' c *" V key for at SO days 

Boards shall be discharged bvdhelri^at 5®°°“?? • The Electron 
90 day period. * ^ i ibal council following the 


i 
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j-3. Contesting Election. 

(a.) An v member of rhp r c > n t to., , i 
may contest the results of tk rfcti on wi t h In ^ ^ V™ election 
the posting of the election re'-nltc a m i ‘ lve da >' s following 

results of the election Xof 1 A member contesting the 

reasons for his conlest written statement giving 

of the General Elect ion Board " ThfDf ® t ^ teiT!ent witlT the Chairman 

shall consider and rule on Tc^udt l r EleCtion Bo ^ d 

within a reasonable period of 'ten' no™ C ontes t lng member 

a recount of ballots should n- n , n / 10/ cays and ma 7 conduct 

General Election Justif.able. The 

that a re-election be held witfta so daP t.P e n !° te “refer 

day contest period and the r— m-hl/ 01 the five 

days for consideration of theGontesJ P 1 ° UP t0 ten (10} 


( "b j Decisions oi the Genet 
accordance with this Ordinance 


•al Election Board, made in 
s hall be fin a I 


, V1S d !R-'i ‘’P e u', Cer P Ey thdt the -foregoing Ordinance No t-76 
Reft oke TrP“l If cn g t0 '> »P«» « the Regular meetineC 6> 
ciuonim -E-cut “ft" -P'!' A,' hel l °" g rch 29 . 1976, wlth'n 

MinnesotP ' " !wQ 1J,UIe Trlbai Council Hall, Rod Lake, 


AO/ffV /; - 

{vpt 

a 6 g ; e r A / Jo u r cl a i n , C li a i r m a n 






n 


, o c. 

Er., Secretary 


